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In November, Governor Snyder signed into law new
legislation which moves all Board of Education elections
to the November general election of even-numbered
years. Previously, Board of Education elections were held
in May of each year. With the change to elections in even-
numbered years, the Allendale Board of Education
amended its bylaws at its December 12th Regular Meeting
to comply with the new legislation. This means that voters
will see two Board of Education seats on their November,
2012 ballot for six-year terms.

With this change, the Board Trustee Elections will be
for two seats in 2012, three seats in 2014, and two seats
in 2016. This 2-3-2 arrangement will insure continuity on
the Board of Education and move Board terms of office to
six years.

New Legislation
Changes Board 

Elections
In an effort to build community dialogue about public

education, the Allendale Board of Education is sponsoring its
2nd Annual “One Community—One Book” event with the
book, The 5 Languages of Appreciation in the
Workplace by Gary Chapman and Paul White.
Over the winter months from January through
March, community members and staff are
encouraged to check-out the book at any of our
school buildings or at Allendale Township
Library. In March, several discussion groups will
be held about the book.

The 5 Languages of Appreciation in the
Workplace helps supervisors, staff members,
and volunteers effectively communicate
appreciation and encouragement to staff
members and peers, resulting in higher levels

of job satisfaction,
healthier relationships,
and decreased cases of
burnout. Ideal for both

the profit and non-profit sectors, the principles presented in
this book have a proven history of success in businesses,
schools, medical offices, churches, and industry.

"The insights in this book are invaluable
whether you are an employer, employee, or
volunteer. The principles the authors describe
nurture a healthy, enjoyable, motivating
environment.” — Norm Wakefield, Ed.D;
Professor Emeritus, Phoenix Seminary

During these winter months, take the
opportunity to read this book and dialogue with
friends, staff, and other community members
about how we can effectively communicate
appreciation for the work our staff members are
doing with our students and parents.

School Board Sponsors its 2nd Annual
“One Community—One Book” Event

King & Queen, 
Russell Wierenga 
& Ali Wiersma

2011 HIGH SCHOOL HOMECOMING EVENTS
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Allendale High School students took part
in a fundraiser for Homecoming week
that benefited “The Wounded Warrior
Project. From left, Kyle Landis, Nikolas
MacDonald, Petty Officer Casey Wagner
(United States Navy), and Taylor Gohn
show off the t-shirts and jerseys sold to
raise funds for this great cause.

On December 14 and 15, the Ceglarek Fine Arts Center hosted
Allendale High School's annual Holiday Pops Concert. The show
displayed the talents of the AHS Concert Band, Jazz Band, Choir,
Chamber Choir, and a multitude of soloists. Musical selections
ranged anywhere from rock to country to classical.

Highlights included Chamber Choir's singing and beat-boxing to
“God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen”, soloist's “Blue Christmas”, and
Concert Band's impressive rendition of the “Nutcracker Suite”.
Other favorites included Chamber Choir's “Sleigh Ride” and the
dulcet-singing and ukulele-strumming of “Somewhere Over the
Rainbow/What A Wonderful World.”

The evening came to a close with the groups coming together
and performing a powerful and inspiring “O, Holy Night”. Overall,
the concert showed Allendale's community support, student talent,
and true Holiday spirit.

Parent Volunteers Needed
The Class of 2014 is looking for parent chaperones and volunteers to assist

with the Winterfest Dance and preparations to be held on Saturday,
February 11, 2012 in the AHS cafeteria. The dance will be held from

7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.

If you are interested in volunteering for the Winterfest Dance, please
contact Brent Hadden at 892-5590 or Mike Sispera at 892-5585 ext 1216.

High School 
Holiday Pops Concert

The Allendale High School National Honors
Society hosted local Senior Citizens for several
performances and lunch in the Ceglarek Fine Arts
Center on December 7, 2011.

We had a great turnout this year and were happy
to be able to show our appreciation for all the
seniors do and have done for us. We thank them for
attending and sharing with us.

We also acknowledged the 70th Anniversary of
the attack on Pearl Harbor and thanked the
Veterans for their service and support. Justine
Olson sang “Someone Like You” by Adele and was
accompanied by Sarah Albachten on piano;
Mitchell Visser played “Joy to the World” and “Up on

the Housetop” on the saxophone; and the Allendale
Drama Club performed “Man in the Red Suit” by Bill
Mossenger. After the performances, we all enjoyed
lunch in the lobby of the Fine Arts Center.

We would like to thank Mr. Remenap, Mr.
Hadden, Kathy Anderson and her staff, the Drama
Club, Mitchell Visser, Sarah Albachten, Justine
Olson, Victoria Guerink, and the Food Service staff
for their help and support. We would also like to
thank Subway for their donation of 12 free 6” sub
coupons that were raffled off to the Seniors. Finally,
I would like to thank the students on the Senior
Citizen’s Committee for their hard work and
dedication.

-Cathy Culp

Senior Citizens’ Day
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Allendale Jazz
performing at the
Ottawa Area Center’s
Christmas Assembly

The 2012 Regional Scholastic Art Awards were
announced and we have three students being honored!
Fifty-five schools in our region entered 20 pieces per art
teacher (some schools entered close to 100 pieces). Out of
hundreds of entries, these 3 students were chosen from

Allendale High School. Their work will
be displayed at Kendall College of Art
and Design in January.

2012 Regional Scholastic Art Awards

Freshman student Morgan Dodde was
the Gold Key recipient for her digital
typographic portrait. The Gold Key is the
highest award at the regional level. This
artwork will be sent to New York for the
national competition (our first Gold 
Key award at AHS.)

Sophomore student
Kendra Goodrich

was awarded Honorable
Mention for her digital

typographic portrait

Senior student Rebekah
Newman won Honorable
Mention for her graphite
still life drawing

Jennifer Hodges 
Receives Award

Jennifer Hodges, APS High School History
Teacher, has been chosen as this year’s Annette
& Jim McConnell Secondary History Teacher of
the Year from the Michigan Council for History
Education. MCHE Board member, Gordon
Andrews, stated that Mrs. Hodges was
nominated by Professor Richard Cooley of
Grand Valley State University and the MCHE
Board found her credentials and teaching to be
very impressive.

Jennifer was honored at the 2011 Michigan
Joint Social Studies Conference in Lansing.

Congratulations, Jennifer!

Congratulations to senior Ali Wiersma,
who completed her cross country career
in an Allendale uniform by placing third
at the Division 2 state finals at
Michigan International Speedway on
Saturday. Her time of 17 minutes, 26
seconds shattered the school record and
was three seconds under the previous
Division 2 state meet record. It was the
fourth consecutive All-State finish for
Ali, who placed ninth, third, and first in
Division 3 the past three years.

Senior student, Ali Wiersma was
presented with an award certificate
from Board President, Scott MacDonald,
for earning All-State recognition for her
3rd Place Finish in the Division 2 State
Cross Country Finals.

Parents’ Nights (Varsity Teams Only):

January 25th Wrestling

February 8th Cheerleading

February 24th Basketball

REDUCED RATE SEASON PASSES!

Get them at a new low cost of $30! See Laurie Watson in the High School Athletic Office.

The Allendale Athletic Boosters will be hosting a community fundraiser for our athletic programs
on March 10th, 2012. This “FALCON FEST” will be for ADULTS (age 21+). Check the Boosters
webpage for more information - www.allendale.k12.mi.us. Click on the Athletics tab, then Boosters.

CHECK OUT THE ATHLETIC WEBSITE FOR UP-TO-DATE INFO ON SCHEDULES, RESULTS,
BOOSTERS, and MORE! And…follow us on Twitter (@AHSFalconSports) and Facebook

(Allendale High School Athletics)!

Allendale High School Athletics
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Sponsored by:

3rd Annual Allendale
Rotary Club 

Amazing Reading Bus
Spaghetti Dinner

Friday, January 20 • 5–7 PM
Allendale High School Cafeteria

Before the Allendale/Coopersville 
Basketball Game!

Adults - $7, Children (Ages 6–12) - $4
(children 5 yrs. and under eat free)

Eat In, 
Take Out, 

or just give a
cash donation!

Donate a new
or lightly used

children’s
book!

Silent Auction
and Raffle

Funds raised will
support the

Allendale Amazing
Reading Bus and

other local charities!

ALLENDALE STUDENTS TAKE THE
STAGE IN A COMEDIC AND

ENTERTAINING YEAR
This year, students from both the high

school and middle school are developing
their acting skills and entertaining audiences
in a variety of stage productions.

At the beginning of
November, high school students
put on Neil Simon’s “Fools” at the Ceglarek
Fine Arts Center. This
comedy was a departure for
many of the students who
are used to more dramatic
roles. The play was very well
received and delighted
audiences with terrific acting
and hilarious punch lines.

During the first week of
February, the Middle School
Theater Team will put on
“The Trial of the Wicked
Witch”, a family friendly fairy
tale spoof. All the misdeeds of the
Wicked Witch have finally caught up with her!

T h e
good
guys
f i n a l l y
put her
on trial in
c o u r t …
Will she
be found
guilty of
her reign
of terror
over our
beloved characters? Tickets for this

performance will be available
February 2-4. Tickets at the

door are $5.00 for adults,
$3.00 for students, and
children under six free.

Lastly, our high school
students will take the stage again for the

Spring Musical with the modern classic,
Disney’s “Beauty and
the Beast”. Students
will entertain the
audience with familiar
songs and adventure
in what is sure to be a
phenomenal show.
Tickets are $7.00 for
adults, $5.00 for
students, and $3.00
for children under five.

Come out and
enjoy an evening of

theater in our beautiful
Ceglarek Fine Arts Center!

Alex Herringa, 
Alivia Selk, and Jake Lenkiewicz

learn about the local town 
curse in “Fools.”

The townspeople 
wonder if the curses will

end...or get worse.

Alex Herringa, 
Alivia Selk, Katie Vance,

and Betsy Sauter hope the
dreaded town curse 

is over.

Coupon valid at ALLENDALE location only. Not good
with any other offer - including BIGGBY card.
No copies of this coupon will be accepted.

Expires 4/30/2012.

for franchise info www.biggby.com

$1.00 OFF any grande/
super specialty beverage

(hot, iced or frozen)

CODE 101009

4814 Lake Michigan Dr
Allendale

(Lake Michigan Dr and 48th)
(616) 895-2075

Biggby Allendale



Middle School Robotics Team Competes at Regional & State Tournaments
The Middle School Robotics Team, called The Chocolate

Lego Bus, was off to a great start at the regional Lego League
tournament in November, winning the following four awards:
Best robot performance; best robot programming; winning the
competition in which the top eight teams advance until only
one team is left, and most importantly, for the third year in a
row, the Core Values award.

Earning these awards qualified the team to move on to the
state robotics tournament in December with forty-eight teams
representing the best from across the state. Although our team
did not win any awards at the state level this year, they
performed very admirably in all categories.

Congratulations to Coach David Austin and the Middle
School Robotics Team Members: Sam Austin, Joshua Camp,
Tyler Greeley, Grant Hildreth, Pierce Marshall, Erin Sickrey,
Nathan Timmer, Jacob Vandermate, and Katelyn Vandermate.

Middle School Teacher, Mrs. Merrill,
has taken on a new venture with MS
students at GVSU. This is a partnership
with Allendale and GVSU, allowing students
to be part of a Climbing Club. During four
Tuesdays in November, 16 students, along
with Mrs. Merrill, braved the ‘wall’ to
exercise and overcome their fears.

Climbing
with GVSU

Our Middle School Choirs
were invited to sing at the
second home game for the
Grand Rapids Griffins,
performing both the American
and Canadian National anthems.
Singers we're chosen from our
7th and 8th grade choirs. This
performance was an excellent
way for Allendale
students to use what
they're learning about in
music and performance,

while supporting the larger Grand Rapids community.

Extra pressure was added to this high profile performance
by our students singing a cappella - without accompaniment!
Although our Griffins didn't win that night, we had a great time
together singing, watching the game, and winning prizes.

Middle School Choirs Perform at Griffins Game

Middle School Christmas Choir Concert

Middle School Christmas Band Concert 5
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Ottawa County Is
Our Sandbox!

Weplay well with area and regional centers
of education, training providers and the
business community.

We also provide access to
skill–building programs and
one–on–one assistance for
job search and individual
development.

We work with students
at all levels to prepare for
what’s next in their career.

We even partner with
Zeeland Adult Educa-
tion, providing space
and support so that
students can achieve
their GED, ESLor literacy
credential.

Weincrease theskill
levelofWestMichigan,
one futureata time.

121 Clover Street
Holland, MI 49423
(616) 396-2154
miottawa.org/michiganworks

Allendale Middle School held
a Pink Out on October 21 in
observance of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. More
than $150 was raised and
will go to the Susan G.
Komen Foundation in honor
of Ellen VanDyken, our
school social worker.

It
’s

 a
 P

IN
K

ou
t!
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FALL LOANS.
MADE IN MICHIGAN.

Limited Time offer. APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Payments must be automatically deducted
from a Chemical Bank account. Subject to approval of Credit. All other loan terms and require-
ments apply. This offer does not apply to the refinancing of existing Chemical Bank loans. Maxi-
mum Loan Amount $200,000.00. Some restrictions may apply. *APR based on a $20,000
loan with 72 monthly payments of $303.80. Advertised rate available on 2007–2012 ve-
hicles for loan terms 72 month or less. Rate without payments automatically deducted will be
3.49%/3.75% APR (72 monthly payments of $308.30). Other promotional rates may apply
for Boats and RVs. Check with your local Chemical Bank for more information. **APR based
on a $20,000 loan with 60 monthly payments of $359.30. Payments do not include amounts
for taxes and insurance premiums. Advertised rate available on 60 month home equity loans.
Balloon loans may be available for longer terms. Rate without payments automatically deducted
will be 3.49%/3.82% APR (60 monthly payments of $363.76).

2.99% 2.99%

3.25% 3.32%

AUTO
LOAN*

APR

HOME
EQUITY
LOAN**

APR

CHEMICAL BANK FALL LOAN SPECIAL
This autumn, take advantage of a great rate on

auto and home equit y loans, with extended 72

month terms on vehicle loans. Learn more about

our fall loans by v isi t ing ChemicalBankMI.com.

11301 Commerce Road
Building 1 • Suite C • Allendale, MI 49401

Elementary students Gracie
Schnepp and Hayden Barker
help load items during the
annual food drive

Future 
Firefighters 
from Mrs. 
Scholten’s 
kindergarten 
class

In October, third,
fourth, and fifth grade
students experienced
some sessions with
professional percussionist
Dave Holland from
Atlanta, Georgia. Holland
was in Allendale for three
days showing students
how rhythm is part of who
they are and how music is
influenced by all their
areas of study.

Dave Holland’s expertise is with
percussion instruments from around the
world. He showed students a variety of
instruments and had them play drums, small
percussion, boomwhackers, songs, and
games throughout his visit.

Students enjoyed scientific demonstrations
of how sound traveled through water and how
water affected sound. They also enjoyed
finding out how music has been a part of
language through Mr. Holland’s demonstration
of the talking drum. All students were able to
play drums and have experience in a
community drum circle.

Many students left the
room saying ‘Best class
ever!’ or ‘This was my
favorite class this week!’
Overall, students had a
great experience learning
about drums and percussion
with Dave Holland. We were
glad he could come!

Professional Percussionist 
Visits Oakwood and the Elementary
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OVER 75 YEARS 
COMBINED EXPERIENCE!

GVSU Student Discount

• Complete Overhaul & Repair • Electronic Engine Analysis
• Specialized in Computerized & Fuel Injected Automobiles
• Diesel Engine Repair

• Tires

• Tire Repair

• Batteries

• Brake Service

• Shocks & Struts

• AC Service

• Full Service Oil Change
(No Appointment Needed)

• Mufflers & Exhaust

• Tune-Ups

• Ignition Systems

• Alternators & Starters

• Alignment - Computerized

FREE Wireless Internet while you wait

www.tolmanauto.com
Printable Oil Change $5.00 Off Coupon

5455 Auto Court Suite B • PO Box 125 • Allendale
Located Behind True Value Hardware

The 7th Annual Science Olympiad Fun Day is a Big Success!
On Saturday November 5th, 2nd graders through 5th

graders had a chance to experience what Science
Olympiad is like. The Allendale High School Science
Olympiad team ran a day of Science Competitions for their
younger school mates. Both the High School Team and the
younger students had a day of fun and science.

The 2nd and 3rd graders were up first in the morning
with the following events:

Chopper Challenge: Teams of two had to build 3
helicopters out
of one piece of
paper. Winners
were determined
by adding up the
total air time for
all helicopters.

Egg Drop:
Teams of two
had to build a
device out of
straws and tape

that would help an egg survive a fall from the bleachers.
Winners were determined by survival of the egg and how
close they were to a target.

Pasta Bridge: Teams of two build a bridge out of pasta
that has to hold weight. Winners were determined by which
bridge held the most weight.

Leaf It: Teams of two had
to identify common Michigan
trees by their leaves. Winners
were determined by who
identified the most leaves
correctly.

Pentathlon: Teams of two rotate through 5 questions
and 5 physical activities. Winners were determined by the
fastest time.

Draw It /Do It: One person from a team of
two draws a picture of an object. The first
partner leaves and the second partner
comes in to find a bag of parts and their
partner’s drawing. Winners are determined
by who builds an object closest to the
original object.

The 4th and 5th graders did similar events but had more
age appropriate challenges. Paper Towers replaced Pasta
Bridge and Write It / Do It replaced Draw It / Do It.

Paper Towers: Teams of two try to build the tallest tower
out of one sheet of paper and 30 cm of tape. The tallest
tower that stands for at least 5 seconds wins.

Write It /Do It: Same rules as Draw It / Do It except
students must write a description of the object instead of
drawing it.

The top three teams for each event received medals
and everyone else got a participation ribbon. Though some
were disappointed for not getting medals, a good time was
had by all. Hope to see even more students next year, the
first Saturday in November.

Medal winners and
participants alike
are happy after a
good competition

Alden Spencer and
Bennet Dozeman with
winning paper tower



Providing telecommunications
services to you and your family!

Allendale, MI | 616.895.9911 | www.acegroup.cc

Telephone
Internet
Digital TV
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Operation Save the Planet - Go Green!
Oakwood’s ‘Operation Save the Planet’ has been making

many efforts to reduce the amount of garbage that enters our
local landfill. Oakwood staff and students recycle paper,
cardboard, plastics, cans, grocery bags, and pop cans.
Students are also recycling empty Frito Lay chip bags (Doritos,
Cheetos, Lays, Fritos), Mars candy bar wrappers (M&M’s,
Snickers, Twix, Skittles, Starburst), Capri Sun pouches, empty

zip loc baggies, and
old cell phones!

The club meets
monthly to sort all of
the recycling and to
develop more ways to
help reduce the
waste that Oakwood
produces. Oakwood
students will soon
be able to star t

composting some
of their lunch waste
with the use of a
compost tumbler!

The club hopes
to expand the

composting effort in the future as well. In an effort to improve
air quality, Operation Save the Planet also purchased a
houseplant as a gift for each classroom!

Fifth grader, 
Tumaini Sango 
sorts items in 
a classroom
recycling basket

Mr. Bart Bartels, GVSU
Sustainability Manager,
talks to students about 
the process of composting
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Video-Tech-Tronics

•SECURITY
•FIRE ALARM
•VIDEO SURVEILLANCE
•ACCESS CONTROL
•NURSE CALL
•INTERCOM
•SOUND
•CLOCKS
•MONITORING

Integrated Security & Fire Alarm Solutions

859 West River Center Drive
Comstock Park, MI 49321

(616) 785-3700
Fax (616) 785-9352

www.videotechtronics.com

Since 1970

Music teacher Dan DeZwaan
directs the Falcon Kids Choir 
as they perform during the
Elementary Holiday Sing-Along

(L to R) Brayden Eddy, Kenadee
Schnick, Sierra Heaton, Holt 
Rader, and Jeremy Ramos 
perform during the Elementary 
Holiday Sing-Along

Mr. Couvelaire and Mrs. Nyenhuis, along with several district
educators, coordinate a weekly enrichment program for over

40 students from our district English Language Learners
program. Students are given the opportunity to complete
homework and improve skills in both literacy and math.

DK student, Andrew
Scholten, celebrating

the end of the 5 Senses
Science Unit



11



12

Injured? In Pain? Need Relief?

Cedar Springs • Coopersville • Grant • Sparta • Wayland

We’ll Help Move You in the Right Direction!
WITH TREATMENTS FOR:
• Back and Neck Pain 
• Sprains and Strains

• Surgical Rehab 
• Hand Injuries

• Sports Injuries
• Workers Comp Injuries

NORTHERN
PHYSICAL THERAPY
616-997-6172
www.northernpts.com

It’s YOUR Choice!
For Physical and Occupational

Therapy Choose…

It’s a party with a purpose! 
On Saturday, February 4, from 11:30 am to 1:30 pm, 

the Allendale Public School Foundation Fund Advisory Committee will be hosting the 
1st Annual Bowl-a-Thon at Hudsonville Lanes!

It’s not too late to put a team together and join the fun. You don’t have to be a great bowler to participate. 
All you need is enthusiasm and some sponsors. Teachers, administrators, students, families, community members…

everyone is welcome to put a team together and bowl for a great cause. Bowling not your game? 
Participate by sponsoring a bowler, and come cheer the team on!

Create your team of 5 bowlers today by contacting Pam DeJong at dejongp@gvsu.edu for registration
forms, or pick them up at any Allendale Public School office. Registration is just $6 per person and

includes bowling, shoes, and prizes. Your team could be the proud winner of the “Most Creative
Team Name” award, or maybe the “Best Bowling Shirt” award. Don’t miss out on the fun!

Let’s Rock, Let’s Roll, 
Let’s Bowl for APS Foundation Fund!

Drawing prizes may include: GVSU clothing and 
athletic passes, hotel gift certificates, Falcon clothing 

and autographed equipment, restaurant gift 
certificates and much more!!!


