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February 2024

February 6      High School Choir Pre-Fest Concert, 7:00 PM, Ceglarek Fine Arts Center
February 10     Winterfest Dance, 7:00-10:00 PM, Allendale High School
February 12     MS/HS Band Pre-Fest Concert, 7:00 PM, Ceglarek Fine Arts Center
February 15     NHS Blood Drive, 8:00 AM - 2:00 PM, Allendale High School
February 16-19  No school Young Five - 12th Grade, Mid-Winter Break
February 19     Regular Board of Education meeting, 6:00 PM, Oakwood Board Room
February 24    HS/MS Science Olympiad, 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM, High School & Middle School
February 28    Young Five/Kindergarten Information Night, 6:00 PM, AECC Cafeteria



Reminder from Allendale Food Service

From the Enrollment Office

Https://allendale.familyportal.cloud
www.allendale.k12.mi.us/district/technology/parentportal/


From the Enrollment Office continued



Preschool Information



Preschool Information Continued



https://www.allendale.k12.mi.us/district/enrollinginaps/


 On January 22, the Outdoor Discovery Center came to Evergreen Elementary to help our first
graders learn about Michigan vertebrates (animals with backbones). The First graders learn that
different animals use their body parts in different ways to see, hear, grasp objects, protect
themselves, move from place to place, and seek, find, and take in food, water and air. The
presentation involved students getting to "meet" and learn about a Michigan native frog, turtle,
snake, owl, skunk and a domestic rabbit. Children were able to ask and answer questions as well
as touch some of the animals. 
Many of the children asked the presenters about seeing the animals again . Great news the
Outdoor Discovery Center has programs and opportunities for children and their families year
round! You can learn more about planning a visit or participating in a program on their website
at https://outdoordiscovery.org/.

Evergreen Elementary Happenings

https://outdoordiscovery.org/


Oakwood Happenings

Ottawa County Water Conservation Work
In January, Mr. Paul Sachs from the Ottawa Conservation District came to Oakwood to kick off a
science unit on the water cycle and conservation. Mr. Sachs shared with students about how the
ground water supply is being impacted by growth happening in Ottawa County. Students in 5th
grade will be creating PSAs to share with residents in Ottawa County about how their water
consumption could help decrease the impact on our groundwater supply here in Allendale.

PTO Boots and Bling Family Dance
What a fun night!! Thank you to all of the families who supported the Allendale Elementary PTO
by attending our first PTO Family Dance at Allendale High School in mid-January. Everyone who
attended seemed to have a great time! Over 600 people attended. Kudos to our Allendale
Elementary PTO for their support of our students and staff in Allendale! We are so thankful for all
they do and the great family opportunities they offer. 



High School Happenings



High School Happenings Continued

We're off to see the Wizard! Allendale
High School presents The Wizard of Oz
March 7, 8 & 9! Over 75 APS students in
grades 3 - 12 are involved in this
production. You don't want to miss it! 

Evening performances are scheduled for
March 7 and 8 at 7 pm, and a matinee
performance will be held on March 9 at 3
pm. All performances will be held at
Allendale High School's Ceglarek Fine Arts
Center. 

For ticket information, please visit
allendalefinearts.ludus.com. See you at
the show! 

http://allendalefinearts.ludus.com/


Special Education

Stephanie Torp
Special Education Teacher - High School

Mrs. Torp is in her 11th Year at APS.
Mrs. Torp does an excellent job providing meaningful and quality
academic and functional living instruction to students at Allendale High
School. She is well respected by her peers, parents, and students. She
has a positive attitude, is creative in providing instructional
opportunities, and puts the students first. Her dedication and care for
students leads to students being able to learn skills that will help them
be successful after high school. She works great with other staff, is a
team player, communicates very well with students, parents and
administration. Mrs. Torp is a vital part of the success of the students
she works with.
Fun Fact: When Mrs. Torp started at Allendale, she split her day between
middle school and high school working with a variety of needs
including implementing Social Thinking classes as well as continuing
the CBVI program at the High School. She loves teaching at the high
school level, and working with students to develop their personalized
plans for life after high school, whatever that may look like. In our
classroom, we are family.



Special Education

Kellie Vaughn
Speech Pathologist - various buildings

Mrs. Vaughn is in her 4th year with APS.
We have an awesome speech team at APS and Mrs. Vaughn is
one of the reasons why. Mrs. Vaughn has been very helpful and
supportive of the needs at APS. She volunteers to assist when
needed and has taken on extra responsibilities many times.
Mrs. Vaughn works incredibly well with other staff members
and students. She makes speech fun for the students and
engaging. She collaborates very well with others, and has a
very positive attitude. She is also a wealth of knowledge and
provides top notch services to students. Mrs. Vaughn does an
excellent job all around and is greatly appreciated.
Fun Fact: Mrs. Vaughn’s favorite things about working at APS
are the awesome staff and students! Outside of work she loves
reading, being the world's best cat mom, and hanging out with
her husband. She is also learning how to knit!



Special Education

Anna Bussis
ASD Paraprofessional - Oakwood

Mrs. Bussis is in her 1st year at APS.

Teyha Sowers
ASD Paraprofessional - Oakwood

Ms. Sowers is in her 2nd year at APS.

Mrs. Bussis and Ms. Sowers have gone above and beyond this school year
to ensure that their classroom and student’s needs are met.  With the
regular classroom teacher (Mrs. Feenstra) being on maternity leave, and
the classroom being short staffed, Mrs. Bussis and Ms. Sowers have worked
hard to ensure that the students are receiving the support and education
they need.  Mrs. Bussis and Ms. Sowers’ work ethic, dedication to the
students, collaboration with each other and other staff, and positive
attitudes are excellent and we are fortunate to have Mrs. Bussis and Ms.
Sowers on our special education team.  



Allendale Early Childhood Center

Andi Lee
Young 5's Teacher

Mrs. Lee has been at APS for 12 Years.
Mrs. Lee is a dedicated member to our Young 5's
teaching team. Mrs. Lee serves as the Young 5's grade
level chair, as she is a leader in her hallway and also
inside of the AECC. Mrs. Lee has taken part in many
building and district initiatives, and is respected by her
peers. Mrs. Lee does a tremendous job with building
relationships with her students, families, and co-workers.
She will often have her old students and families stop by
to see her even though she is no longer their classroom
teacher. We are blessed to have such a leader and
talented educator inside our Young 5's program!



Allendale Early Childhood Center

Jill VanSolkema
Young 5's Classroom Aide

Mrs. VanSolkema has been with APS 5 years.
Mrs. VanSolkema is a dedicated member of our Young
5's team, as she is always willing to do whatever it takes
to help support the students that she works with. Mrs.
VanSolkema does a great job building relationships with
the students that she works with, and helps them realize
that learning can be fun and exciting. There is no job too
big or small that Mrs. VanSolkema cannot handle, as she
goes above and beyond to make sure that her teachers
are prepared to teach on a daily basis. We are blessed
to have Mrs. VanSolkema as a member of the Young 5's
team, and also the AECC!



Evergreen Elementary

Megan Sampson
1st Grade Teacher

Mrs. Sampson is in her 17th year at APS.
Throughout her teaching career, Mrs. Sampson has looked for
opportunities to serve her students, her fellow staff members,
and the community of Allendale. She currently serves her
team in the role of grade-level chairperson and will be a
mentor teacher this spring for a university student in the
teaching program. The Evergreen community is grateful for
the dedication Mrs. Sampson has shown to her students and
the community of Allendale! 
Fun Fact: Mrs. Sampson’s youngest daughter is in volleyball,
basketball, and dance and her oldest daughter is in club
volleyball so she, and her husband, spend many nights and
weekends cheering on their passions for sports. Their family
also enjoys watching sporting events together and they are
thrilled about the University of Michigan and Detroit Lions'
huge accomplishments this year!



Evergreen Elementary

Monica Cervantes
Custodian

Mrs. Cervantes has been with APS for 11 years.
Mrs. Cervantes works tirelessly to maintain a clean and
safe environment for Evergreen students and staff
members. She pays attention to the details that may go
unnoticed by others. No matter the request, Mrs.
Cervantes always has a positive attitude and a friendly
demeanor which makes a significant impact on the
overall atmosphere at Evergreen Elementary. Thank you
Mrs. Cervantes! 
Fun Fact: Mrs. Cervantes likes to travel with her family
and visit National Parks.



Oakwood Intermediate

Jennifer Mendes
Student Support Specialist/504 Coordinator

Mrs. Mendes has been with APS for 18 years.
Mrs. Mendes brings a wealth of knowledge and expertise to
both her roles in the district. She was a special education
teacher for 16 years and brings that expertise not only to her
role working with students at Oakwood, but also to the 504
Coordinator role for students and staff in grades K-8th grade.
Mrs. Mendes enjoys the challenge of working with students
with diverse needs and truly enjoys getting to know the
students at Oakwood. She is funny and engaging and loves to
stay connected with the students by visiting classrooms and
the cafeteria during lunch time. Thank you, Mrs. Mendes, for
the role you play not only at Oakwood, but throughout the
district.
Fun Fact: Mrs. Mendes enjoys reading, baking, music and
going to the movies. Her daughter, Madeline, is in 7th grade
and attends Allendale Middle School.



Oakwood Intermediate

Rebecca Lehman
Oakwood Media Aide

Mrs. Lehman has been with APS 6 years.
Mrs. Lehman does an excellent job motiving and getting students
excited about and engaged in reading books of their choice. She
provides opportunities for students to learn about new genres and
book choices. Under Mrs. Lehman's direction, the media center is well
organized. She encourages students to reach their full reading
potential and she is consistently challenging them to read and truly
enjoy books. Mrs. Lehman is an avid reader herself and can often be
heard engaging in conversation about a specific book with a student.
Mrs. Lehman partners with Indiana Bones (our school mascot) to show
students what life at Oakwood is like. We are thankful for Mrs.
Lehman's encouragement and support of reading at Oakwood! 
Mrs. Lehman has a wide variety of interests including reading (not just
saying that, she's read 100 books a year for the last 15 years), watching
baseball, cooking, crafting, and being outside with her family. Her
favorite thing to do is look for rocks at any Michigan lakeshore. Mrs.
Lehman is married with 4 kids, 2 dogs, 2 guinea pigs and a bearded
dragon. 



Allendale Middle School

Hanna Rose
Middle School Science Teacher

We would  like to recognize Mrs. Rose. Her dedication to
crafting engaging and hands-on lessons has
significantly enhanced the learning experience for her
students. Mrs. Rose's commitment to making science
interesting and accessible is evident in her innovative
teaching methods. Each Friday she brings an extra layer
of fun to her classroom by running trivia with her
students. Mrs. Rose's enthusiasm for education is
inspiring, and her impact on students goes beyond the
curriculum as she fosters a dynamic and interactive
learning environment for all. Congratulations! 
Fun Fact: Mrs. Rose has the same middle and last name!
Hannah Rose Rose!



Allendale Middle School

Erin Berens
Middle School Secretary

Mrs. Berens has been with APS 4 years.
Mrs. Berens is in her first year as secretary at the Middle
School. The three years prior she worked in the Middle
School kitchen. She's worked hard to understand and
master every aspect of this new role. Mrs. Berens greets
all office visitors with a smile and tirelessly helps all
students. Her efforts have made a positive impact, and
she's become an indispensable part of our school
community. Congratulations to Mrs. Berens for her
outstanding work!
Fun Fact: Mrs. Berens did hair for 20 years before
coming to APS!



Allendale High School

Audra Murphy
High School Principal

Ms. Murphy is in her 16th year with APS.
Ms. Murphy has shifted into the Interim Principal position
at the High School for the rest of the 2023-24 school
year. Before being in this role, Ms. Murphy served as High
School Assistant Principal, 6-12 Academic Coach, Middle
and High School math teacher, and Varsity Volleyball
Coach. Ms. Murphy is passionate about inspiring others
to achieve and go after excellence. She believes that the
best educational experience and achievement for our
students will be a result of a productive environment,
respectful relationships, and a mindset of putting the
needs of the students first.
Fun Fact: Ms. Murphy loves reading, learning about
health, sunshine and fresh air, and spending time with
family and her son Kirk, who is a 4th-grade student at
APS. 


